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2nd Sunday OF advEnT, dEcEmbEr 10, 2017

ELEvEn O'cLOcK a.m.Rev. Kathy Campbell may be reached at the church office: 828-733-1939; at home: 828-963-5190; cell 
phone: 828-260-2512. Her office hours are Tuesday - Thursday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., weather permit-
ting. Please call to ensure Pastor Kathy will be there. Her e-mail is rev.kathy.campbell@gmail.com

Historic Crossnore Presbyterian Church. Built 1924-26 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When 
his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they 

lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwill-

ing to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her 
quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel 

of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Jo-
seph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as 
your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the 

Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, 
and you are to name him Jesus, 

for he will save his people 
from their sins.” All this 

took place to fulfill what 
had been spoken by the 

Lord through the prophet: 
“Look, the virgin shall 

conceive and bear a 
son, and they shall 

name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is 

with us.” When Joseph 
awoke from sleep, he 

did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him; 

he took her as his wife, but 
had no marital relations with her until she 

had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

 ~Matthew 1:18-25

Prayers and Concerns
**Sally Rodgers’ husband, Scott Rodgers, passed away this past week, after a long battle with cancer.  His memorial 
service will be held this Saturday in St. Simon’s Island, GA.  Pastor Kathy will be with the family and be officiating the Cel-
ebration of Scott’s Life.  Sally and Scott were regular members of the summer Crossnore church family for years.  Sally Rod-
ger’s address is 110 Sandcastle Way, St. Simon’s Island, GA  31522.  **Ginger Hickman’s mother, Marceil Hoyle, has been 
diagnosed with aggressive lung cancer. She is in significant pain. Ginger is Patrica McGarr’s daughter-in-law. Ginger’s and 
her husband Mark’s address is 11522 Quiet Pine Court, Charlotte, NC  28273.**Clarence Kenyon’s brother’s wife, Tarina, 
passed away this past week.  Clarence and Janis have gone to be with his brother and family in Georgia.  The Kenyon’s ad-
dress is 24 Hanging Rock Estates Lane, Banner Elk, NC  28604.  **Marion Blue’s teenage friend, Lilly, passed away.  Marion’s 
address is 1057 Walt Clark Road, Newland, NC  28657.  **Bonnie Vuolo’s stepmother passed away at the age of 93.  Bon-
nie’s address is P.O. Box 24, Jonas Ridge, NC  28641.  **Ginger Williams, Ricky Berkley’s girlfriend, lost her father, Darrell 
Williams, to cancer.  Ginger’s address is 241 A Silver Springs Drive, Banner Elk, NC  28604.  **Barbara Stuart's 93 year old 
father is recovering from major surgery. Her address is 523 Bryn Mawr Street, Orlando, FL  32804.  **Bennie Frazier is with 
his daughter Rosie. Bennie has truly enjoyed all the cards and letters.  His address is Ben Frazier, c/o Rosie Culbreath, 663 
Warren St., Concord, NC 28025.  **Please keep Bonny Whilden in your prayers.  She is the sister of Sharon Lawing and is 
fighting kidney cancer.  Her address is 3434 Dublin Road, Charlotte, NC  28208.  **Carroll Berkley's brother, John Berkley, 
continues living with cancer. Their address is 241 A Silver Springs Dr., Banner Elk, NC  28604.    **Kay Sherwood is back in 
Land Harbor and continuing to recover from her stroke. Her address is 3107 Land Harbor, Newland, NC 28657.  **Bobby Tay-
lor’s brother, Pat Taylor, is fighting amyloidosis.  Bobby's address is P.O. Box 102 Jonas Ridge, NC  28641. **Charlotte Davila’s 
brother, Guy Genske is struggling with alcoholism.  Charlotte’s address is P.O. Box 38, Jonas Ridge, NC  28641.  **Lorraine 
Alls is struggling with leg and back issues. She would appreciate your prayers as she awaits a diagnosis and a treatment plan. 
Her address is Apt. 208, 507 Linville St., Newland, NC  28657.  
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"Vision of Joseph" by James Tissot

 

OUR ELDERS
Class of 2017: Tommie Tennant, Jason DeWitt, Linda Berkley 
Class of 2018: Mimi Sloop, Charlotte Davila
Class of 2019: Barbara Ross (Clerk of Session), Charlie Sims
Ashlyn DeWitt, Administrative Assistant
Kathy Hutcheson, Director of Music
Barbara Ross, Volunteer Church Administrator
Attendance last Sunday: 36



*Congregation stand as are able
THOSE SERVING US TODAY

Minister: Rev. Kathy Campbell; Director of Music: Kathy Hutcheson; Liturgist: Brent Price

your soul, and with all your might. Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. Recite them to 
your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you 
rise. Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and write them on the doorposts 
of your house and on your gates. Take care that you do not forget the Lord, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery.

Choral Anthem:   Lift Up Your Heads stanza 1-3 by Georg Weissel, stanza 4 by Charles Coffin
tune based on PUER NOBIS NASCITUR

adapted by Michael Praetorius, arr. by Larry Shackley

Second Lesson:  Matthew 1:18-25
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, 
but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a 
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had 
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid 
to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to 
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; 
he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

Sermon:  “Joseph's Christmas Present" Rev. Kathy Campbell

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
*Affirmation of Faith:  The Apostles Creed (page 35, Hymnbook)

*Hymn of Meditation:  #   92   While We Are Waiting TABLE OF GRACE

Prayers of the People

Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory:   When He Cometh based on tune by George F. Root

arr. by Ron Loree
*Doxology:  #   606   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  OLD HUNDRETH

*Unison Prayer of Dedication and Thanksgiving:
We pray, Holy God, that our gifts might smooth the path of those who walk in fear, might surround the 
grieving with comfort, might feed the hungry, and bring others into places of peace and safety.  Amen.

THE SENDING

*Closing Hymn:  #   104   O Lord, How Shall I Meet You  VALET WILLICH DIR GEBEN
*Charge and Benediction
*Postlude:   Noelle Recessionale by Steven Scott

THE GATHERING

Prelude:   Once in Royal David's City based on IRBY by Henry J. Gauntlett
arr. by James Pethel

Chiming of the Hour
Welcome, Church Family News
The Passing of the Peace of Jesus Christ

PREPARATION FOR THE WORD

The Lighting of the Advent Candles of Hope and Peace Fred and Betty France

Choral Call to Worship:  #   105   People, Look East   (vs 2) BESANCON
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there.

Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 
that in the course the flower may flourish.

People, look east and sing today:
Love, the Rose, is on the way.

*Call to Worship: Rev. Brent Price 
We come together in worship, believing that God has a purpose for every human being and for all of creation.
We come together in worship as God waits with eternal patience, not wanting any to perish but all to come to 
repentance and new life.
We come knowing that life is good—and life will end; that our story on earth is unfinished, but will cease.  Since all 
things are to be dissolved, what sort of persons should we be?
As sisters and brothers in Christ, let us live at peace with each other, in holiness and godliness as we wait for new 
heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home.  

*Hymn of Praise:  #   95   Prepare the Way, O Zion BEREDEN VAG FӦR HERRAN

Call to Confession:
As we prepare for Christ’s coming, we are called to reflect on the brokenness in ourselves,  in our homes, in our rela-
tionships, in our community.  As we come before God, who is merciful and slow to anger, let us repent of our sins and 
ask for God’s forgiveness.

Unison Prayer of Confession:
God of those who have followed you faithfully despite what their peers deemed as “right,” we confess that we 
know full well what Joseph experienced—your calling us out into places where people who live in “decency and 
order” don’t tread.  We, like Joseph, draw back, resistant, when you call us to step outside society’s safe circle.  We 
pray that your angel of mercy will also come to us in our dreams, bringing your message of courage to be who you 
have called us to be—followers of Jesus Christ.  (moment of silent confession).  Amen.  

Assurance of Pardon:
Who has the right to condemn?  It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, 
who indeed intercedes for us.  Thanks be to God!  

Response to God’s Grace and Mercy:  #   95   Prepare the Way of the Lord PREPARE THE WAY

THE WORD PROCLAIMED

First Lesson:  Deuteronomy 6:1-9, 12
Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the ordinances—that the Lord your God charged me to teach you 
to observe in the land that you are about to cross into and occupy, so that you and your children and your children’s 
children, may fear the Lord your God all the days of your life, and keep all his decrees and his commandments that I 
am commanding you, so that your days may be long. Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe them diligently, so that it 
may go well with you, and so that you may multiply greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, as the Lord, the God 
of your ancestors, has promised you.
Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 


